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Amendments to the Claims: . ; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, knd listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): An infomation-processing apparatus m e thod comprising: 
icon-specifvinp means fo r specifying a desired icon from icons displayed in an array 
hierarchical structure; 

a first display control means for controlling a display of; an icon hierarchy including a 
plurality of first icons on a first hierarchical layer, a plurality \of second icons on a second 
hierarchical layer at a level lower than said first hierarchical layer, a plurality of third icons on a 
third hierarchical layer at a level lower than said second hierarchical layer and a plurality of 
fourth icons on a fourth hierarchical layer at a level lower h igher than said durd&^hierarchical 
layer so as to exhibit an array of said first icons as a column or a now on a screen and an array of 
said second icons as another column or another row on said screen wherein: 

the number of said first icons displayed on said screen and the number of said second 
icons displayed on said screen are determined by the size of a display area on said screen; and 

said array of said first icons 4 aad-said array of said second icons and said array of said 
third icons a re" displayed on said screen to form an array hierarcliical structure when said icon- 
specifying means specifies one of said second icons in said array hierarchical structure: 

icon sp e cifying m e ans for sp e cifying a desired icon fr0m said fir at- or oocond ioono 
display e d in said array hiCTorchical sthicture; arid 

second display control means for changing said array hierarchical structure displayed on 
said screen so as to: 

display said'second icons to replace said first icons in said' array hierarchical structure on 
said screen, display said third icons to replace said second icons in said array hierarchical 
structure on said screen and display said fourth icons to replace! said third icons in said array 
hierarchical structure on said screen when said icon-specifying means specifies one of said third 
icons in said array hierarchical structure: and ; 
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display Quid third icons to replaco caid Gocond icons in oaid array hierarchical structure on 
said scroQn and display said second icons to reploco caid first ibons - in caid amty -hierarchical 
structure on said screen, when said icon sp e cifying moanc sp e cifi e s one of caid second icons in" 
s aid array hierarchical structure; and 

display paid fourth icons to replac e said third iconp in said array hierarchical structure on 
said sorooh, "display said "third icons to replaco caid sooond iciona in Gqjd array hierarchical 
structure on oaid screen and display - said cocond icons to reploofr said first icons in paid array 
hierarchical structure on said soroon wh e n said icon - sp e cifying rabans specifi e s one of said third 
icons in -sa id array hi e rarchical structure*. 

laver-count- acquiring means for acquiring the number! of hierarchical layers to be 
displayed wherein said first control means is capable of co ntrollin g sa jd display so as to exhibit 
icons ber foinitijp; tr> as many hierarchical layers as indicated bv said number of hierarchical layers 
to be displayed, which is acquired bv said laver^ount-acquiring means. 

Claim 2 (previously presented): An information-processing apparatus according to 
claim 1 wherein said first to fourth icons each represents a contentjor a class of a content 

, Claim 3 (original): An information-processing apparatus according to claim 2, said 
apparatus further haying reception means for receiving a content,! a content class or information 
relevant to a content or relevant to a hierarchical layer of contents. ; 

Claim 4 (original): An information-processing apparatus according to claim 3, said 
apparatus further having third display control means for controlling said display so as to exhibit 
information relevant to an icon specified by said icon-specifying imeans or information relevant 
to a hierarchical layer to which said specified icon pertains. 

Claim 5 (original): An infotmation-pn^essing apparatus according to claim 1, said 
apparatus fttfther having fourth display control means for controlling a display of a picture 
showing a route to one of said second icons. 
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Claim 6 (original)': An information-processing apparatus according to claim i wherein 
said first control moans is capable of controlling said display so as to .scroll said first and second, 
icons when said displayed icons are updated. 

Claim 7 (original): An information-processing apparatus according to claim 1 wherein 
said icon specifying means is capable of specifying: 

an icon oh a hierarchical layer at a level lower than a hierarchical layer "specified by a 
cursor in accordance with an operation of a predetermined key for a first direction; 

an icon on a hierarchical layer at a level higher than a biejqarchical layer specified by said 
cursor in accordance with an operation of a predetermined key for; a second direction; and 

an icon on the same hierarchicsd layer specified by a cursor in accordance with an 
operation of a predetermined key for a third or fourth direction. 

Claim 8 (canceled) 



Claim 9 (currently amended): An infoimafion-processingjmethod comprises: 
an icon specifying step of specifying a desired icon from icons displayed in an array 
hierarchical structure: 

a first display step of controlling a display of an icon hierarchy including a plurality of 
first icons on a first hierarchical layer, a plurality of second icons! on a second hierarchical layer 
at a level lower than said first hierarchical layer, a plurality of thijrd icons on a third hierarchical 
layer at a level lower than said second hierarchical layer and a 'plurality of fourth! icons oh a 
fourth hierarchical layer at a level lower h i g h er - than said third ^ ^hierarchical layer so as to 
exhibit an array of said first icons as a column or a row on a screen and an array of said second 
icons as another column or another row on said screen wherein: 

the number of said first icons displayed, on said screen apcl the number of said second 
icons displayed on said screen are determined by the size of a display area on said screen; and 

said array of said first icons* a&d~said array of said second icons and said array of said 
third icons are displayed on said screen to fonn an array hierarchical structur e when said icon- 
specifying means specifies one of said second icons in said array hierarchical structure; 
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on icon cspocifyihg stop of specifying a desired icon frbm said first or s e cond icons 
displayed in saM .array hieran:hical structure; and : 

a second display control step of changing said airay. hierarchical structure displayed on 
said screen so as to: 

display said second icons to replace said first icons in said array hierarchical structure on 
said screen, display said third icons to replace said second idons in said array hierarchical 
structure on said scre en and display said fourth icons to replace said third icons in said array 
hierarchi cal structure on said screen when said icon-specifying mbans specifies on e of said third 
icons in said array hierarchical structure; and 

display said third icons to replace said second icons in said array hi e rarchical structure on 
said scr ee n and diaplay caid s e cond icons to replace - said first itions in said array - hierarchical 
structur e on said ^ s creen yKofl sfod icon sp e cifying step spooifios on e of said s e cond icons in paid 
quay hierarchical structurb; and ; 

display c aid fourth icons to r e place said third first icons in s aid array hierarchie s 
structur e on said scroon, dicplay said third icons to replaoo ca;d oocond icons in said array 
hierarchical structur e on said scr e en and display said -s econd icons to r e plac e sold first ioonG in 
said array hierarchical structure on caid scr ee n when said icon - sp e cifying step cpooifies on e of 
said third icons in said army - hioararohical structure, ; 

layer-coun t acquiring step for acquiring the rmmhftr r» f hierarchical layers to he displayed 
wherein said first co ntrol m^ ans is capable of con trollin g said display so as to exhibit icons 
pertainin g to as many hierarchical layers as indicted bv said number of hierarchical layers to be 
displayed which is acquired by said lav eraunt-acquiring step, ! 

Claim 10 (currently amended): A recording medium; for storing a program to be 
executed by a computer to implement an information-processing niethod, which comprises: 

an icon specifying control step of specifying a desired icbn from icons displayed in an 
array hierarchical structure: 

a first display control step of controlling a display of $n icon hierarchy including a 
plurality of first icons on a first hierarchical layer, a plurality iof second icons on a second 
hierarchical layer at a level lower than said first hierarchical layer, a plurality of third icons on a 
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third hierarchical layer at a level lower than said second hierarchical layer and a plurality of 
fourth icons on a fourth hierarchical layer at a level io^^&gheF-ihan said to^fe^hicraxchical 
layer so as to exhibit an array of said first icons as a column or a row on a screen and an array of 
said second icons as another column or another row on said screeri wherein: 

the number of said first icons displayed on said screen and the number of said second 
icons delayed on said s<*een are detent 

said array of said first icons^-asd-said array of said second icon s and said array of said 
third icons are displayed on said screen to form an array hierarchical structur e when said icon- 
specifving means specifies one of said second icons in said array hierarchical structure : 

an idori sp e cifying atop of sp e cifying a de s ir e d icon fi^m sai i i fiist or second icons 
\~ displayed m said array hicfiarphical s tructure; and 

a second display control step of changing said array hierarchical structure displayed on 
said screen so as to: 

display said second icons to replace said first icons in said; array hierarchical structure on 
said screen, display said "third icons to replace said second icons in said atray hierarchical 
structure on said screen and display said fourth icons to replace said third icons in said array 
hierarchical structure on said screen when said icon-specifying means specifies one of* <pirl tViirH 
icons in said array hierarchical structure: and 

display caid third icons to replace said s e cond icons in s aid array hierarchical structur e on 

said scr e en and display "said second icons - to - rcplaoo said first fcono in said array hierarchical 

i 

s&aeture on said screen when said - icon apocifying step s p e cifi es do e of s aid s e cond icon s in said 
'. array hi e rarchic struck and 

display said fourth icons to replace said third icons in said array hierarchical stnicturo on 
~ s aid - sorocn, display oaid third - doo^ - td roplaco oaid cocond icons in s aid array hi e ra refeieat 
structure on said screen and display - said second icons to replace said - first ioono in s aid arra y 
hierarchical s tructurb oh said Gorocn when said icon - specifying step sp e cifies one of soid - thifd 
icons in said array hierarchical struoture r 

a layer-count acquiring step of acquiring the number; of hierarchical layers to be 
displayed wherein said first control means is capable of controlling said display so as to exhibit 
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icons pertainin g to as many hierarchi cal layers as indicated bv said number of hierarchical lay ers 
to be dis played, which is acquired bv said laver-connt-acquiring step. 
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